So6                 THE INDIAN EMPIRE             [CHAP,
supervised the work of several Topographical parties. In 1866 the Survey department received its first regular organization, when establishments were revised and uniform grades and scales of pay allotted to the three branches, which, however, still retained their own Superintendents. During the next few years the duties of the three departments began to overlap and intermingle. The Great Trigonometrical Survey was approaching its completion in India proper, and for many years a considerable proportion of its officers had been employed on purely topographical work. The Topographical Survey, though originally intended for the primary general Survey of India, had had to undertake in many cases detailed large-scale surveys ; and the Revenue Survey had, in addition to its own special functions, been largely employed on the topography of hill districts on a trigonometrical basis. Accordingly, in 1878 the three branches were amalgamated under the designation of the Survey of India, whose officers were to be available for any description of survey work that might be required of them, and were all placed under the orders of the Surveyor-General
In 1904 a Committee was appointed to report on the state of the maps in each Province, and the measures required to bring them up to date* This Committee reported in 1905* Among the more important recommendations were: (i) that the preparation of a modern map of India on the scale of i inch to the mile should at once be undertaken according to a definite programme, by which fifteen topographical Held parties would be employed and the whole work would be completed in twenty-five years, and further that the scale of survey should generally be at least double that of publication j (2) that for the production of this map an improved procets of heliozincography should be employed, a few selected standard sheets being engraved on copper j (3) that the Atlas of India sheets should be superseded by 'degree' sheets on the jritich scale, to be engraved on copper; (4) that, in place of the ^-inch Provincial maps, a general map of India on the international scale of x : 1,000,000 should be prepared and engraved; (5) that the staff of the Imperial Service for trigonometrical and topographical work should be bMMted from forty to seventy officers; (6) that, in $sm of the etSttfng Provincial Service, a new Provincial Samoa be established on better pay, and another Service formed inter-mediate between this and the present Subordinate Service, one quarter of the appointments in the former and one-half in the latter being given to natives of India; (7) that cadastral